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UNESCO ASPnet School Report 2009
Background Information:
	This was the 6th year for Griffiths-Scott Middle School to participate in the UNESCO Associated Schools program.


 
	Our Leadership Group continued to take on the responsibility to plan and organize some of the activities that took place in our school. 

	
	

	We focused on the environment this year.
	We deepened our student’s and staff’s knowledge about the UNESCO Associated Schools Program through discussion, activities, projects and presentations.


School Address:


      

Phone:  780-387-4101
	Box 180,


 
	

	Millet, AB T0C 1Z0
	


School District:
	Wetaskiwin Regional Public School District #11


Contact name & e-mail:
	Annie Smith: smitha@wrps.ab.ca

	Gary Hansen: hanseng@wrps.ab.ca


Briefly describe the school context:
	Griffiths-Scott Middle School is situated in a town of 2,100 people approximately 50 kilometres south of Edmonton, half way between Leduc and Wetaskiwin.  We are surrounded by farms and acreages.  Most residents work away from town in the Nisku Industrial Park, in Leduc, or in Wetaskiwin.  Our school includes approximately 180 students from grades 5 to 9 and a teaching staff of 12.


Program Highlights
1. Peace and Human Rights
Hiroshima: During the Easter Break, one of our teachers, Mrs. Smith, traveled to Hiroshima with 1000 paper cranes made by our students.  She placed the cranes at the Children’s Peace Memorial in Hiroshima.  Upon returning Mrs. Smith did a slide presentation for a school assembly.  She showed students and staff the Peace Park, the Children’s Peace monument, the Peace Museum, and the cranes hanging at the Peace Memorial.   
Picasso Peace Doves: The grade 5 class made and displayed peace doves.  A peace organization called Women in Black heard about the display.  They sent a letter with some pins to the class.  They commended the class on their project and encouraged them in their efforts to promote peace.  The class then took the opportunity to learn about the Women in Black organization.

Legion Literary Arts Competition: Students throughout the school participated in the annual Legion poetry and poster competition.

Remembrance Day: The school held an annual Remembrance Day ceremony in which the local Legion branch participated.  An assembly of the student body observed the ceremony.

Veterans:  Students sent postcards of “thanks” to veterans at hospitals in Calgary and Edmonton.  We received responses from the veterans’ hospitals where they were sent.
2. Intercultural Learning 

Canada World Youth: We were fortunate to have a group of youth, mostly from Ghana, who were participating in the Canada World Youth program come to our school.  These young adults spent a morning with our students.  They shared stories, songs, games, and cultural information with our students.
Link program: Grade seven and nine students went to Grant MacEwan College to spend an afternoon with a group of adults that were relatively new to Canada and learning English.  Our students had an opportunity to hear why these immigrants came to Canada.  They learned about cultural differences and were able to share with these adults about what it is like being a teen in Canada.  The Grant MacEwan students sent thank you cards that expressed their appreciation of being able to get to know some teens, our students, and realize that some of their preconceptions about teens were wrong.  In return our students were able to look at what it means to be Canadian, and what kind of struggles new immigrants to Canada face in making a new life and “fitting in.”
Aboriginal Awareness:  We continued to develop an awareness of the life of the Plains Cree amongst students and staff.  Elder Joey Deschamps and his son, Cody, again erected a tipi with our students.  With Joey’s guidance, many of our First Nations students raised two tipis, and shared dancing, drumming, and cultural teachings about the tipi with the rest of the students and staff.  
3. Education for Sustainable Development 

Otesha Project: We hosted a presentation for students that highlighted decreasing our “carbon footprint”.  The presentation described how kids can make good choices to help create a sustainable and earth-friendly lifestyle.
Recycling: One of our classes took on the job of recycling bottles and paper for the school.  Another class took over the paper recycling program.  These were collected on a regular basis and taken to recycling depots.
Community: Our school continued to assist the Communities in Bloom program of the Town of Millet by planting flowers around town.  We also participated in the annual Pitch In program with classes taking an area of town to do a clean up.  Students in the “Multicultural Art” option painted murals on a derelict building on the main street, to brighten it for Communities in Bloom.
4. World Concerns and the Role of the United Nations

Numerous events highlighted our attempts to understand and show solidarity with people in other countries.  

African Book Drive:  In the fall, students collected books for schools in Africa.
Global Literacy:  Our whole school participated in the Big Read, to focus on the issue of the need for Global Literacy.  They read, discussed the issue, and signed a petition asking our government to support global literacy.
Hit Me With Your Best Shot:  Staff volunteers allowed themselves to be targets for students throwing water balloons, to raise money to send school supplies with a teacher when she goes to Nigeria this summer with Project Overseas.
5. Community Connections
Grandmothers to Grandmothers:  An assembly was held to introduce the Grandmothers to Grandmothers/Stephen Lewis Foundation to students and staff.  A power point presentation was given to show the quilts from the book Who Will?  A display of the posters of eight quilts we received from the Comox Grandmothers was made for the front lobby of the school.  A grade six volunteer option class held cookie sales and hotdog sales to raise money for the Grandmothers to Grandmothers program.  Finally, we had a Grandmothers and Friends Tea led by the grade six volunteer option class.  The program included the featuring of talent of our students, the Quilt power point, and donations.  We received $750 in donations that was sent to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.
Terry Fox Run: the whole school participated to raise awareness of cancer.  A donation was sent from the school to the Terry Fox Foundation.
Food Bank Donations:  students collected donations for the local Food Bank.

Breath of Hope:  our whole school walked to raise awareness of lung disease.  A donation was sent to the Alberta Lung Foundation.
Millet Animal Rescue:  Flowers were sold on Valentine’s Day and a donation was sent to the help the Millet Animal Rescue.
Rights and Responsibilities:  A permanent bulletin board at the entrance to the school highlighted student rights and responsibilities.  The rights and responsibilities were developed by students.  
6. Conclusion
Our school continues to be publicly recognized by the community as a UNESCO Associated School.   Numerous newspaper articles and other forms of recognition have been made of our activities and generally of our school.  Global TV did a news feature on our plans for a new, low carbon footprint school.  Millet Legion gave our school a donation to support our UNESCO work.  In the coming year, we will continue many of the programs we ran during the current school year.  We look forward to receiving and celebrating our International Status as a UNESCO Associated School!!  Next year our focus will again be on the environment.
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