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UNESCO ASPnet School Report 2008
Background Information:
	This was the 5th year for Griffiths-Scott Middle School to participate in the UNESCO Associated Schools program.


 
	Our Leadership Group continued to take on the responsibility to plan and organize some of the activities that took place in our school. 

	
	

	We continued to focus on Africa this year.
	We deepened our student’s and staff’s knowledge about the UNESCO Associated Schools program through discussion, activities and presentations.


School Address:


      

Phone:  780-387-4101
	Box 180,


 
	

	Millet, AB T0C 1Z0
	


School District:
	Wetaskiwin Regional Public School District #11


Contact name & e-mail:
	Annie Smith: smitha@wrps.ab.ca

	Gary Hansen: hanseng@wrps.ab.ca


Briefly describe the school context:
	Griffiths-Scott Middle School is situated in a town of 2,100 people approximately 50 kilometres south of Edmonton, half way between Leduc and Wetaskiwin.  We are surrounded by farms and acreages.  Most residents work away from town in the Nisku Industrial Park, in Leduc, or in Wetaskiwin.  Our school includes approximately 200 students from grades 5 to 9 and a teaching staff of 14.


Program Highlights
1. Peace and Human Rights.

Celebrate Africa! Our Celebrate Africa! Night was designed to build community support and awareness for our UNESCO Associated Schools project.  It began with a welcome by Principal, Frank Heinrichs.  The Griffiths-Scott Middle School band played O’Canada and performed African folk songs.  Then two of our students described what UNESCO Associated Schools meant to the students of Grifffiths-Scott Middle School.  They also talked about our partnership with Terry Fox Junior High to build a school in Sudan.  The 200-300 people present were then entertained by the Isokan African Drummers and the Woezo Dancers.  Greetings were presented by MP Blaine Calkins, MLA Verlyn Olson, school board trustee Glenn Norby, and Legion member Jean Scott. The Grant MacEwan student Walkers for Darfur made a sobering presentation regarding the plight of the people of Darfur.  They explained the need to raise awareness in the community and amongst politicians for action to help these people.  Levity returned with the Isokan African Drummers and the Woezo Dancers as they included students in their final dance.  The Darfur Walkers spent the night at our school and continued on their walk the next day. Some students, parents, and staff took the opportunity to join the Walkers for Darfur on the final leg of their journey into downtown Edmonton on the Sunday.
Rights and Responsibilities: Leadership students developed a list of “Students’ Rights and Responsibilities” which were discussed and adopted by the school.
2. Intercultural Learning 

Aboriginal Awareness:  We continued to develop an awareness of the life the Plains Cree amongst students and staff.  Our WRPS FNMI Coordinator, Judy Louis and her husband Roy Louis, made presentations to grade 7 students.  Elder Joey Deschamps and his son, Cody, spent Tipi Day with our students.  With Joey’s guidance, many of our First Nations students raised 2 tipis, and shared dancing, drumming, and cultural teachings about the tipi with the rest of the students and staff.  Several of the staff took the opportunity to partake in a traditional Cree sweat put on by elder Joey Deschamps and son, Cody.
3. Education for Sustainable Development 
Sustainable School and Environmental Education: We are building a new school with the concept of sustainability as core principle.  This is a concept supported by the WRPS School Board, by staff, and by the community.  Our administration continued to educate the Alberta Education, WRPS Board, Central Office and school staff, and the community by making presentations on the concept of a sustainable school.  He has highlighted the educational benefits for students, the increased ability to teach sustainability, the environmental protection that comes with this type of building, a reduction in operating costs, and the potential of sharing a facility with the community.

Recycling: One of our classes took on the job of recycling bottles and paper for the school.  These were collected on a regular basis and taken to recycling depots.
Community: Our school continued to assist the Communities in Bloom program of the Town of Millet by planting flowers around town.  We also participated in the annual Pitch In program with classes taking an area of town to do a clean up.
4. World Concerns and the Role of the United Nations

Numerous events highlighted our attempts to understand and show solidarity with people in other countries.  

A School for Ngapagok, Sudan:  Students continued to raise money together with Terry Fox Junior High in Calgary for this school building project.  The funding of the building has been completed. A new goal was set to now raise enough money to equip it.  The “Georgette Fund” was increased through cookie and hot dog sales.

Students also raised money to buy books for a library in Playa Samara, Costa Rica and for sports equipment and art supplies for a school in Kenya.
Charlene to Africa:  One of our teachers spent last summer teaching summer school in Africa. She gave presentations to our students about her experience.
5. Community Connections
Terry Fox Run: the whole school participated to raise awareness of cancer.
Food Bank Donations:  students collected donations for the local Food Bank.

Cut for the Cure:  grade seven students hosted a penny carnival for the grade 5 and 6 students with money going towards cancer research.

Breath of Hope:  whole school walk to raise awareness of lung disease.

Yellow Ribbon Campaign: carnations were sold to raise money.  A suicide presentation on Suicide prevention and Awareness was made to students after staff training.
6. Conclusion
Our school continues to be publicly recognized by the community as a UNESCO Associated School.   Numerous newspaper articles and other forms of recognition have been made of our activities and generally of our school.  In September, we were featured on CTV “School Zone” in which some of our students scripted, produced, and took part in a segment on the importance of being a UNESCO Associated School.  In the coming year, we will continue many of the programs we ran during the current school year.  We look forward to receiving and celebrating our International Status as a UNESCO Associated School!!  Next year our focus will be on the environment.
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